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Partners:

“HISTORY OF A CITY” is:

- a project of the “Cultural Department of the Municipality of Turin” 
for the 150th anniversary of the 
Unification of Italy (1841-2011)

- a multimedia product 

"TURIN, 
THE CITY BEFORE THE CITY”
by Virtual Multimedia Park and
Dip. Scienze della Terra -
University of Torino



A PROJECT OF PROTECTION 
AND ENHANCEMENT 

OF URBAN GEOHERITAGE 
AND OF ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 

A NEW FORM OF MUSEUM TO:

- preserve, improve, record, communicate, spread knowledge and
understanding of the urban area and of its history;

- find out how, why and when the present city of Torino has become
as we see it now;

- help people to recognize traces, forms and signs of the past in
present day landscape;

- involve citizens in future challenges, based on an improved urban
knowledge and awareness of local history and environment.

“HISTORY OF A CITY” 



A web-museum:
-last generation technologies and platforms
for a virtual walk through the city.
-Linked Open Data system for sharing information.

A participated museum:
many institutions, researchers and technicians
are involved. Also citizens can participate
in the growth of the museum.

A museum for everybody:
for curious and experts, for student and teachers, ...

A museum in progress:
it sets out the guidelines for a possible development
committed to everybody who will contribute.



2 different 
multimedia products: 

- A VIRTUAL-REALITY MOVIE 
in the historical location of Palazzo Madama, Torino  
http://www.museotorino.it/site/multivision

- A WEBSITE
www.museotorino.it



From the CITY BEFORE THE CITY to... the CITY OF THE FUTURE



“THE CITY BEFORE THE CITY”

The study area  and the earth science contents

PP
Piedmont

Po Plain

TURIN



“THE CITY BEFORE THE CITY”

à Object: reconstruction of the geomorphological, climatic
and geo-environmental setting of the area of the city of Turin,
before its urban settlement.

à How: description of local geosites, where landforms, rocks,
fossils show evidences of the geological history of the central
Piedmont region from the Pliocene until the birth of Augusta
Taurinorum about 4 ka, through 4 steps:

(1)  from 5 to 2.5 My
(2)  from 2.5 My to 700 ky
(3)  from 700 ky to 10 ky
(4)  from 10 ky to 4 ky



from 5 to 2.5 million years b.P.

A subtropical environment in the Pliocene with a deep inland sea 
populated by cetaceans.



from 2.5 million to 700.000 years b.P.

A gradual shift to a continental environment,
the origin of the Turin Hill and the modelling of the Alpine chain.



from 700.000 to 10.000 years b.P.

The formation and expansion of the Quaternary glaciers.



from 10.000 to 4.000 years b.P.

The organization of the hydrographic setting of the main rivers and their 
fluvial shaping of the surface where will rise Turin.



For each evolutionary step:

- an interactive simplified map of the palaeogeography and
the paleoenvironment of the corresponding period of time,

- texts that describe the main environmental,
geomorphological and climatic characteristics of the step,

- more than 10 geological sites (geosites) geo-located of
significative sites of the period,

- a descriptive form of its paleo-environmental significance
of each geosite
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à Includes 3D DEMs, elaboration from aerial views,
interactive and immersive audiovisual interfaces.

à Re-creates 3D virtual but credible scenarios of the
morphological, hydrographical, and climatic changes,
of the area, with the composition of 5 scenes:

1. from a subtropical environment in the Pliocene,
2. to the gradual shift to a continental environment,

the origin of the Alpine chain,
3. the formation and expansion of the Quaternary glaciers,
4. the hydrographic setting of the main rivers,
5. the fluvioglacial shaping of the surface where

will arise Turin.
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Storyboard  with reference images
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Scene 1: 
under the ocean



Scene 2: 
the uplifting of the Turin Hill begins



Scene 3:
the rivers start their activity



Scene 4: 
the climate change and the Quaternary glaciations begin



Scene 5: 
the present big rivers and their modelling



MOOVIE


