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The Natural Park (ParajeNatural)
Highlights

Å 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨParajebŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ ōȅ ƭŀǿ όWǳƴǘŀ ŘŜ !ƴŘŀƭǳŎƝŀΣ мфууύ

Å The highest concentration of caves in Europe (1,000 / 12 km2)

Å The longest gypsum cave in Spain (Cueva del Agua, > 10 km)

Å One of the deepest Messinian gypsum caves in the world (Sima del Corral, -150 m)

Å More than a dozen botanical endemisms

Å Up to ten troglobitic endemisms

Å The largest gypsum quarries in Europe (Saint Gobain, Knauff, IberPlaco...)
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THE SORBAS-TABERNASBASIN
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ÇMessinianGypsum (5,9 
Ma)
ÇUnderlying: Impervious 

marls and silts
ÇOverlying: 

conglomerates, 
sandstones, marls.
ÇHydrological Continuity 

between Ventadel Yeso
and Los Molinos gypsum 
layers
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SPRINGS, CAVES, QUARRIES AND PROTECTED AREA

Ç Los Molinos del Río Aguasmain 
spring

Ç Las Viñicasspring (Agua Cave)
Ç Marchalicodel Tesorospring 

(Tesoro Cave)
Ç Barrancodel Tesoro spring 

(Apascave)
Ç Cortijodel Peralspring (Peral

Cave)
Ç La Fortuna spring (YesoCave)
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Gypsum

Marls-silts
(impervious)

ÇAlways above 
the main spring
ÇRelated to 

caves
ÇPerched in the 

gypsum cliff

El Tesoro 
spring
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SPRINGS AND CAVES
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The main spring

Gypsum
Gypsum

Marls-Silts
(impervious)

Dip 15º

Ç The spring used to have a high 
flow discharge compared to the 
epikarsticsprings (>1:40) 

Ç The gypsum layer are dipping 
about 15 degrees to the west

Ç The Sorbassandstones and 
marls overly the gypsum 
formation
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Thegypsumescarpment

The impervious barrier

Gypsum

Marls-silts
(impervious)Gypsum

blocks
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The evolution of the  
gypsum escarpment

1. Erosion platform 
and starting 
karstification

2. Entrenchment of 
the AguasRiver 
and decrease of the 
piezometriclevel

3. Formation of the 
escarpment and 
perched springs in 
vadose settings
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TUMULI

The karst landscape
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TUMULI
The karst landscape
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Ç Dolinesand sinkholes are the 
infiltration points to the 
epikarsticsprings

Ç The infiltration water on the 
karst can reach the main spring 
ǘƻƻΧ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ 
are the source of the main 
spring of Los Molinos del Río 
Aguas



TheGypsumKarst of Sorbas

CUEVA DEL AGUA ( >10 km)
Espeleo-Club Almería

Into the epikarsticaquifer
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Phreaticgalleries

CUEVA DEL AGUA

Groundwater in the caves

Undergroundlakesand rivers
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Sediments

CUEVA DEL AGUA

The old aquifer

Fossilphreatic
galleries
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The old aquifer

CUEVA DEL AGUA

Multiconduit phreatic
passages
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